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Welcome and Introductions

The meeting was called to order by Martha C. Narvaez at 1:40 pm.  Everyone introduced themselves and stated their affiliation or interest.
Approval of Minutes from 4/7/09
The April 7 minutes were approved with the correction that “Indiantown” (Rd.) is all one word.
Presentation: “White Clay Creek Reforestation Plan,”   Robert Lonsdorf
The White Clay Creek Reforestation Plan is a long-term conceptual plan for the approximately 39,000 acres of the PA portion of the watershed. The Plan’s text and map can be viewed or downloaded on the Wild and Scenic Website. 

The historical baseline condition of the watershed is a 95% forest cover that provides an array of ecosystem services.  From 1995-2000 Chester County lost an average of 6 acres of forest/day. The goal of the plan is to have 40% natural forest cover (up from the current 24%, representing a net gain of 6,220 acres) to support healthy stream water quality.  Plantings can take place twice annually (spring and fall).  Every site needs a tree planting plan, preparation, and maintenance plan for managing invasive plants.  This will require a diverse and growing pool of funding.  Community groups will need to be identified for training as reforestation volunteers and volunteer leaders, and an education outreach for open space management planning will need to be conducted.  It is likely it will also involve establishing a broad-based Reforestation Advisory Committee to oversee the implementation. 
Criteria for prioritizing reforestation properties have been identified with the top priority being headwater riparian buffer reforestation. Planting trees is the best environmental action a landowner can take. Trees are “the ultimate Best Management Practice”.  In addition to reducing stormwater runoff and water pollution, they provide wildlife habitat, assist in soil formation, and sequester carbon.  Individual landowners as well as local municipalities need to better protect their existing woodlands and reforest. This effort also supports the White Clay Proposed Greenway Corridor Plan.  The Greenway Corridor Plan seeks to create a network of environmental management areas that connect trails and parks as well as private woodlands.  Some areas would be open to the public and others would be linked for wildlife habitat and water conservation. 
Budget Reconsiderations  Linda Stapleford 
The 2009 funds from the NPS have been increased to $137,853.06 instead of $135,000 previously budgeted.  The increase will be placed in the discretionary funding line.  One use will be increased funding for the 2010 10th anniversary celebration. In addition, two other current budget lines can be redirected; $750 was not needed for the White Clay Creek Inter-municipal Trail System Project and the $8000 for the Delaware White Clay Creek State Park orchid restoration project is no longer needed (the effort to grow orchids was unsuccessful).  The latter can be used for a separate habitat restoration project.
 Subcommittee Reports

Education   Linda Stapleford, Martha Corozzi Narvaez

There will be a Reforestation Plan outreach workshop early next spring for London Grove and New Garden Township residents and officials using funding from the Water Resources Education Network (WREN) Grant and the Dockstader Foundation. Attendees will receive a free tree. 
SWRC will be working with Avon Grove Charter School on a water monitoring program for families around World Water Monitoring Day again this year in the White Clay. The tentative kick-off is October 1, but an announcement will be sent once its finalized.
The Education Subcommittee finished a draft of the White Clay Wild & Scenic Program introductory brochure last winter, but review by a public relations person was delayed.  The decision was to look for someone else to do the review, for a fee if necessary. Anyone with a PR recommendation should contact Linda or Martha. Possibly someone at North Creek nursery could do it.  
Fish & Wildlife  Linda Stapleford
The Important Bird Area submission to Pennsylvania Audubon is being submitted shortly.  The Herp Survey is underway.  The London Britain Twp.. flora survey report is being written. 
Historic and Cultural Resources   Martin Wells
A list of buildings on the National Register of Historic Places in the Pennsylvania portion of the watershed has been prepared.  A summary of location, history, etc. for each property is being compiled and the same is being created for the Delaware portion.
Open Space    Robert Lonsdorf
Robert relayed Jack Stefferud’s message that Natural Land’s Trust hopes to settle on at least three projects by year’s end for a total of about 160 acres.  Brandywine Conservancy closed on the Franklin Twp.. property that includes a trail corridor on the Middle Branch.  An agricultural property with some woods, also along the Middle Branch, should close soon. They also resubmitted a grant to Chester County, at the request of the County, for a 35 acre Penn Twp. parcel with rare species. Additional properties in Franklin and London Grove Twps. are also being pursued.
Trails   Jake Michael, Linda Stapleford
The Trails Map/Visitor Brochure is on the website as a pdf document and the entire trails map is an overlay layer on the website Google earth map.  So, viewers can zoom into any section of the trail and see the details of any of the Google earth map views.  D. Bartoo redid the map itself in hard copy to include the upper Preserve which is cut off on the Map/Brochure.  M. Flannery said she had not yet seen that copy and L. Stapleford was going to check with D. Bartoo on getting copies for the Preserve.  Newark is also working on a trail map that connects to the State Park.
The Bi-state White Clay Trail Meeting was well attended this week. The Trails Subcommittee is looking at pursuing 2 projects in 2010: 1) expanding to a Delaware Arc mapping project to include trails and resources on both sides of the arc; and 2) developing a trail maintenance guidebook and a preliminary trail plan for the watershed municipalities. Most of the field investigations have been completed and the project is anticipated to be completed by the end of the year. J. Michaels would like to present this project at the spring meeting.
NPS Report  Charles Barscz
The contract obligating the National Park Service 2009 program funding was signed by the White Clay Watershed Association (WCWA) and the Park Service.  The Park Service is also trying to work to better serve the particular fiscal constraints of our Committee and the WCWA.

C. Barscz also noted that the White Clay seems to be the recipient of Army Corps of Engineers wetlands mitigation projects. He is reviewing one on the UD College of Agriculture Farm.

In response to D. Miller’s inquiry, he noted that the Senate Committee sent questions to the NPS regarding the expansion of the White Clay Watershed Wild & Scenic designation to include Lamborn Run and Broad Run. L. Stapleford added that Tonya Baker at Sen. Kaufman’s office reported that the expansion bill mark-up should happen this fall, but is yet unscheduled.  The Health care debate is taking precedence over these minor issues.
River Administrator’s Report   Linda. Stapleford 

· The new website is functioning well and requested co-chairs, and anyone else, review it and submit suggestions for additional content or photos. 
· We received Pennsylvania Water Resources Educational Network and Dockstader grants to carry-out a Reforestation Plan Outreach in Franklin and London Grove Twps for either Saturday March 6, 13, or 20 in 2010.  Work is underway with the help of the municipalities, Brandywine Conservancy, Stroud Water Research Center, and Taproot Native Design.
· We are following through the planning process for advocating on behalf of the City of Newark’s  Environmental Ordinance Revision.
· Derek Stoner will present a fall evening lecture on the Birds of White Clay Creek Watershed and how the habitat quality is such in certain areas to make it a candidate for an Important Bird Area.  This is just one aspect of the reasons White Clay is a National Wild and Scenic River watershed.  White Clay Watershed Association is considering it for a joint meeting again late Oct or early Nov.  Watch for details. 

· Creek Fest will be Saturday May 1st. We are working with White Clay Creek State Park (WCCSP ) and the City of Newark for improved promotion.

· We are considering a 10th year Anniversary 2010 – Series of events and planning for a lecture by Tom Brightman, Longwood Gardens, on Gardening for Wildlife that would be cosponsored by Brandywine Valley and Red Clay Valley Associations.  L. Stapleford is looking for assistance with the series of events and talking with WCCSP.
· An order for five replacement road signs has been placed.
Old Business

None

New Business

Congratulations to Martha Corrozi Narvaez on her new business: She is expecting in early Oct.!  The Management Committee presented her with a card and gift certificate for her new arrival.

Next Meeting Date: Tuesday, April 13, 9:30 a.m., DE location TBA.
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