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Meeting Minutes
White Clay Creek Watershed Management Committee 

April 13, 2010   9:30 a.m.

Newark Municipal Building

Newark, DE
Attendees:

Chuck Barscz


Julie Bell

Phil Geoghegan
Jerry Kauffman


Robert Lonsdorf 
Erin McVey
Jake Michael


Dorothy P. Miller 
Martha C. Narvaez
Aileen Parrish


Kyle Sonnenberg
 Linda Stapleford
Jack Stefferud


H. Grant Troop 

Andrew Urquhart 


Martin Wells


Dick Whipple

Aileen Parrish called the meeting to order at 9:39 a.m. and asked attendees to introduce themselves.
Approval of Minutes from 9/16/09

The minutes of September 16, 2009 were reviewed and approved as written.

Next Meeting Date

The next Management Committee meeting date was not set, but will be announced on the website.

White Clay Watershed Inter-Municipal Trail Project

Jake Michael, Chester County Planning Commission
The White Clay Creek Wild & Scenic Program provided $2,250 to partially fund the White Clay Watershed Inter-Municipal Trail Project. The Project has looked at existing trails along the White Clay Creek near the shared boundaries of Franklin, London Grove, and New Garden Townships and possible connections. There are many design possibilities for multi-use trails, in terms of varying widths and trail materials.  The trails looked at in the three townships are wide multi-use, narrow hiking/packed Earth, or bike routes along roads..  

In regards to planning efforts, there are additional trails planned throughout each township.  Trail implementation requires site analysis to determine which type of trail is best considering the location of the trail and its proximity to roads and private property.  Property ownership must be addressed, along with bridge crossings.  
There was consensus to ask Chester County to provide us with a digital display map along with a memo to show a conceptual master plan of these inter-municipal trails and how to link to the Preserve. There was also consensus to keep trails as narrow as practical. 

2010 Budget

L. Stapleford reviewed the 2010 budget. An amendment was approved seeking the White Clay Watershed Association’s acceptance of a one-time grant. This would allow them to pay Wild and Scenic expenses until reimbursed by the National Park Service.  The budget was then approved.

Subcommittee Reports

Education

The Introductory Brochure is in progress and was sent to the designer.  It was suggested that someone from the Charter School join the Education Subcommittee.

Fish and Wildlife 

Flora surveys - R. Lonsdorf reported meeting with the London Britain Land Trust regarding the completed flora survey. New Garden Township has also approved shared expenditure for a flora survey of their township. 

Shad Restoration Projects- M. Narvaez discussed the efforts to restore the shad population along the White Clay Creek. The project received funds from the National Fish and Wildlife Federation and they applied for, but did not receive the American Rivers Grant. Currently, the project is looking at ownership of the dams and dam alternatives. On April 22, DNREC will be conducting an electrofishing survey. R. Lonsdorf reports there are 3 existing dams on the Pennsylvania portion of the White Clay Creek.

Open Space

Reforestation Projects- R. Lonsdorf reported the Goodwin Preserve Tree Planting in Franklin Township resulted in 2,450 trees being planted by 160 volunteers on 3/19 and 3/20. It was suggested that the Old Miller Farm in Franklin Township, which is a 200+ acre preserve, could be reforested at the northern end. A crew leader and trail builder could possibly be coordinated with a Student Conservation intern from that program at the National Park Service. Robert and L. Stapleford will discuss this with Jessie Benjamin. 

Land Preservation - R. Lonsdorf reported Franklin Township’s Howard Property is now called the Crescent Preserve. The nearby Whetham property was recently preserved with some Wild and Scenic funds assisting with transaction costs.  Tthe Miller Farm was also preserved along the West Branch. Another project is pending in Penn Township that would use some Wild and Scenic Funds for transaction costs.
Historical and Cultural Resources

No new business

Trails

J. Michael reported things are wrapped up with David Bartoo and the additional map project. A bi-state trails group, which meets every four months, is trying to fuse DE and PA maps to create one GIS layer of the White Clay Creek.
NPS Report

C. Barscz was in attendance and reported there is currently an issue concerning the dispersing of money and the White Clay Watershed Association.  The current policy is that the money must be spent before being able to receive another advance. The one time grant will eliminate that need along with setting up a separate White Clay Cooperative Agreement with the National Lands Trust. The large invoices involved with land transactions would then be paid directly to NLT.  

Administrator’s Report

L. Stapleford reports the past few events were very  successful: the Reforestation Workshop went very smoothly and the Gardening lecture commanded a full house.  Work is underway for an expanded Creek Fest to be held May 1st.  

The federal bill to expand the White Clay & Scenic designated area by including the two sections (parts of New Garden Twp. and all of Lamborn Run in Delaware) of the watershed originally omitted from designation is still being considered in Congress.
Old Business

None

New Business

The concept plan for Paper Mill Park is being expanded to include a bike/pedestrian bridge adjacent to existing bridge. This would require acquiring the railroad right of way.  

The meeting was adjourned at 11:54 a.m.

